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1. POLICY OBJECTIVES

This policy sets out the SPS process to deal with a head lice infestation and or break out.

2. POLICY SCOPE

Role of SPS staff and teachers

educating families and children about head lice prevention and control

sending periodic reminders to families to check hair regularly as a preventative
measure

supporting parents with practical advice and support families experience difficulties
with controlling head lice

keep the parents of the infested child and children in close contact with information
about head lice treatment

advise parents to check their child’s hair daily for at least 3 weeks.

during a detected head lice infestation, and at other times, staff will send reminders
to families to check their children’s hair weekly as a preventative measure.

staff will implement learning activities that minimise head-to-head contact during
head lice outbreaks.

Once head lice have been detected in a student, they will be removed from direct
head-to-head contact with all students and then all students will be checked.

when eggs or lice are detected, the student’s family will be contacted to collect the
students as soon as possible to go home for treatment.

a note will be sent home with all students so that parents/carers can check their
child’s hair.

Role of parents/carers

notify the school if your child has head lice

check your child and other family members regularly for lice

make sure your child does not attend school with untreated head lice

inform the school when your child has head lice and when treatment is started

use appropriate head lice treatments to address infestation.

We need you to help break the head lice cycle. Schools, pre-schools and childcare
centres are places where children come in close contact with others and may catch
head lice. We request parents to check their children weekly especially during an
outbreak, as it is not the school’s responsibility to check for and manage head lice. If
you detect lice or eggs in your child’s hair please let the school know so we can alert



other parents to check their children’s hair. It is necessary to treat the whole family
as well as bed linen, towels, hats, brushes etc.

POLICY REVIEW TIMEFRAME

This policy will be reviewed and updated every five (5) years or as deemed necessary in
consideration of any changes to legislation and relevant standards, codes and guidelines.



Date:

Dear Parents/Carers,
There has been a case of head lice reported from your child’s class today.

It is extremely important for you to check your child’s head for head lice TODAY. Keep checking
every day for at least 3 weeks.

If head lice are found please treat your child’s hair with an appropriate head lice treatment and use
a fine tooth comb to remove lice and their eggs. This will prevent head lice from spreading.

Also:

e Check all members of the household and if head lice are found treat all members of the
household.

e Wash bed linen, hats, hair ties, hair brushes etc in hot water.

e If using a chemical treatment, repeat 7-10 days after the initial treatment according to
the manufacturer’s directions.

The Education Department regulations state that students who have head lice are not to come to
school until they have effective treatment.

Further information on head lice and treatment can be gained from the Environmental Health
Service of the Department of Health on the following direct link:

Head lice - including symptoms treatment and prevention | SA Health

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/publictcontent/sa+health+internet/conditions/bites+
stings+and+pests/head+lice+-+including+symptoms+treatment+and+prevention

Yours sincerely,

Principal



