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DATES TO REMEMBER

TERM 3 WEEK 6 2020
ATTACHMENTS

Term Dates:
2/9 Wed

11.30am Minlaton Children Centre Visit

04/09

Fathers Day Stall in the library – Bring $5-10 to spend

10/09 Thurs

10am JP Cyber Safety Webinar

14/09 Mon

STUDENT FREE DAY

15/09 Tues

Governing Council 6pm

15/09 to 18/09 Student Parent Teacher Interviews
24/09 Thurs

Interchurch Tuck Day

25/09 Fri

1:45pm JP Assembly

25/09 Fri

Early Dismissal 2pm End of Term

Casual Day last Friday of each term!
Neat casual dress, sun smart, gold coin donation
Lunch orders Friday

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Families,
At our last Primary School Cluster day we explored take home readers. There is significant world wide scientific research
emerging that the systematic teaching of Phonics (relationships of letters and sounds) should be supported by using
Decodable readers.
These readers contain the letter sounds and blends that relate to our Jolly Phonics program. Students work towards
knowing the 42 letter sounds, which is a mix of alphabet sounds (1 sound – 1 letter) and digraphs (1 sound – 2 letters)
for example: sh, th, ai, er and ue.
Once the first few letter sounds are learnt, children begin blending the sounds together to help them read and write new
words.

When children start reading words, they also need to start identifying the phonic components that make the word sound the
way it does. By teaching blending and segmenting at the same time children become familiar with assembling and breaking
down the sounds within words. Tricky or sight words with irregular parts, such as ‘who’ and ‘I’ are also explicitly taught.
Children learn these as exceptions to the rules of phonics. Introducing the common tricky words early in the year increases
reading fluency (as they frequently occur in those first simple sentences you might expect them to read).
Levelled readers should only be introduced when students have all the letter sound correspondences. This is important as
we need students to be able to decode words not guess them. If a student is given a levelled reader before all the sounds
are known it is recommended that a parent reads the book with the child.
Levelled readers are introduced when students know their sounds, blending, segmenting and decoding, in order to then
learn to read for meaning and comprehension. Some children will acquire these skills more quickly than others and it is
important for us to value the skill over the complexity of the text.
As a result of our learning through the best advice Literacy team from the Department we have agreed as a staff to:
 Test the students using the Phonics Screening in week 6 Term 3 and go back to teach the alphabetic sounds
students have not yet acquired. The sounds children do not know will be sent home to parents so that you can
support us in this important learning.
 Use decodable readers for those students who do not have all their alphabetic sounds.
 Students should take no more than 2-3 decodable readers home per week.
 Students should read and re-read the book that contain the sounds for a week to become fluent with sounding out,
segmenting and blending.
 Students will complete a Running record on a levelled text, (when they have graduated from decodable readers) in
weeks 5 and 10.
 Students who are reading lexile texts will be re-tested in weeks 5 and 10 of each term.
 UP Students reading lexile texts will complete a book comprehension activity two times per week.
 Have a student read to an adult (teachers, SSO or Volunteer) daily (as often as possible).
 Teachers will listen to each child in the class read at least once per week.
 All students will have homework to read each night 10 minutes JP / 20 Minutes UP
 Students who have read for 5 consecutive nights will earn a pom pom for the class. When the jar is full the class
will earn a negotiated reward!
We look forward to seeing our students continue to flourish in Literacy. Having this sound alphabetic principle will also help
our children develop their spelling skills-as the two are directly linked for success. This will be our next area for review as
we continue to make the adjustments or tweaks to our teaching to align with world class standards and expectations from
the Department for Education.
We appreciate some of these will be a shift from our previous practice, which has often served most of us well, been what
we ourselves experienced at school and feel comfortable with, but we have strong scientific research to back the credibility
of our challenge to our practices.
Well done to our Upper Primary class students in their Volleyball success last week. They represented themselves and
Stansbury Primary School in a manner that led Ms S, Mr Gray and Georgia to be very proud! Words such as great
sportsmanship, persistence, fun, teamwork, leadership and laughter have been part of the very positive feedback! Logan,
Dean, Oscar and Noah won all their games on the day but missed out on the finals by percentage. Thank you to Miss S,
Mr Gray and Georgia from all the students – they certainly appreciated being able to participate!
We have postponed our Whole School Event to Wednesday 4th November - term 4 week 4.
Students were given multiple choices including a music evening, a play or a movie and have unanimously voted to film a
movie again this year. They have written the script and are currently learning about story boards and camera angles,
collecting costumes and planning props. It is a very exciting time. We hope you will be able to join us for this event. We will
open our classrooms at this time to show off our amazing learning and spaces.
Kind Regards
Anne-Marie Shaw

CLASSROOM NEWS
The Junior Primary Class participating in their daily Literacy Block.

FATHER’S DAY STALL NEWS
On Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September we will be holding a fundraiser stall for Father’s Day with the Governing
Council. A small shop will be set up in the library for students to come in and purchase a gift for Dads or Grandfathers.
There will be items ranging in price from $1 to $6. To avoid duplication of gifts we will be inviting a family at a time to come
in and choose. There will be a limit, to begin with, of 1 item per child in order to have a fair choice range for each child.
After everyone has shopped students will be able to return to the shop and buy again with their change.

DI’S PCW NEWS
Pastoral Care Worker News…Di Nankivell
Hi…Hope you have all had a great couple of weeks!
Recently, we had Rob and Gayle George from OAC Ministries visit us to present a
seminar called ‘What Really Matters’. The students had a fantastic afternoon and
enjoyed Rob’s presentation. It was fun, engaging and full of magic tricks, inspiring stories
and strong messages about how to live our lives to the fullest and focus on the
important stuff!

On Tuesday, it was a perfect afternoon to follow up our ‘Plastic Free July’
activities with a walk along the foreshore picking up rubbish. We split into two
groups: one heading from the cannon to the playground, the other from the
cannon to the sails by the jetty. We managed to come back with 6 quite full
bags of rubbish plus a bucket full of broken glass and bottles. We all agreed that
this was much better put into our bin at school than ending up in our beautiful
ocean harming our environment! Well done to all the students for an amazing
effort!
Have a great week! Di

COMMUNITY NEWS

The full report of the Child Care survey is available in a hardcopy from our front office.

