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TERM 1 WEEK 7 2019

DATES TO REMEMBER
Date
Friday 15th March
Monday 25th March
Friday 28th March

ATTACHMENTS

Event
SPS & CPS Combined Sports Day
SMG Easter Seminar 1.30-2.15pm R-7
Interschool Sports Day
(please note change of date)
Wednesday 3rd April
Harmony Day
Wednesday 3rd April
Visit to Elanora
Tuesday 9th April
Interchurch Tuckday
Friday 12th April
Casual Clothes Day (Gold Coin Donation)
Friday 12th April
School Assembly 1.45pm
Friday 12th April
Last Day of Term 1, 2pm Dismissal

Interschool Sports Day Notice
Book Club Order Form
Parent Teacher Interview Forms

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
The term has certainly flown past and we are now preparing for Sports Day tomorrow. We are looking
forward to the day and seeing the students give their personal best efforts to each event. We encourage
students to compete in the spirit of our school values – being friendly to other competitors, showing honesty
in both their actions and efforts and acting as responsible stewards of our great school!
Thank you to all those parents who have offered to support a group or event on the day. We ask that you join
a group as they move around the events and support the staff supervising. We are keen for you to enjoy
seeing your children achieve their best.
This Monday night at 6pm in the Staff Room is the next Governing Council Meeting. If you were unable to
come to the last meeting and would like to attend and take a look please come and join us.
On our Pupil Free Day we joined Yorketown Area School in training. Staff looked at the improvement strategy
of Observing Peers in the classroom. Research has shown that this strategy is significant (over 58%) in
improving teacher’s impact on student growth through sharing best practice. As part of our Site Improvement
Plan we are working collaboratively on stretching our student’s vocabulary growth and phonic and phonemic
awareness in Literacy. Part of this involves us developing a common agreement around our guided reading
and literacy practice. On our next Pupil Free Day we will be visiting sites to observe their literacy blocks using
the tools we learnt about this week. It is an exciting learning journey for us and the students!
Anne-Marie Shaw

MOMO CHALLENGE
Talking to your kids about the Momo challenge
tips from child psychologist on how to talk to your kids about disturbing videos online
This week, social media was taken by storm with stories warning parents about the “Momo challenge” and hidden
messages in YouTube and other online videos encouraging kids to kill themselves or commit other harmful acts.
While there is varying information out there on whether this is a hoax or not, it is still important to talk to your kids about
what they might be seeing online.
We sat down with Gregory Ramey, PhD, child psychologist, to discuss how parents can talk to their kids about these
possible disturbing images and other things they and their friends might be exposed to.
The most important thing you can do as a parent in these situations is to be approachable, available and accessible. You
want to create an environment where your kids feel comfortable talking to you about these topics.
Tips for talking to your kids:
1. Mention that you had seen a video/read a blog about kids and technology. Ask an open question such as “as you
have been on the internet have you or your friends ever stumbled upon something odd, disturbing or weird.” This is
the type of ongoing conversation that you have to have with your children to make them responsible digital citizens.
2. Ask them if they had any friends at school who have been talking about the Momo challenge. By asking them about
their friends it takes the pressure off of them and may allow them to be more open with you.
3. In the case specifically with the “Momo challenge” do not show the picture to your kids in case they have not seen
it. If they have not seen it you can bring it up but don’t share too many details. Simply tell them that if they ever see
something strange online to come and tell you about it. Then move on from the conversation. Don’t worsen the
situation by talking about it at length with them.
4. With a young child, keep it very simple. Tell them, if something ever comes up that is “bad” or “not ok” while they
are watching a video be sure to tell mum and dad right away.
5. Timing is everything in the conversation. When it feels appropriate, you can say “I don’t think it’s ok for you to be
watching this and here’s why”
6. Maintain the conversation without too much pressure. This is not about discipline but rather a learning opportunity
and an opportunity for you to make an emotional connection with your child.
7. Thank your child for being open with you.

SHARKS CLASS

Anne Frank

We have been learning about the story of Anne Frank by watching videos and reading parts of her diary. We
all have our own copy of a diary to write in. It’s fun to give the diary a name and write to it like it is our friend,
which is what Anne did while she and her family were hiding.
We are realising the importance of remembering those soldiers who fought for our country to be free. It
would have been horrible to be in Germany at this time. Connor
It was a hard life for Anne hiding in the secret rooms and being scared every time there was a noise. Rose
They lived squashed in a room for two years. I like having the diary to write in. Noah
I can’t believe that someone dobbed on them and the Nazi’s found them. That was so mean. Khiana

COMMUNITY NOTICES

